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LEAST-EXPECTED LESSON OF 
THE WAR TRIALS 


HE subject of war-crime trials is rather like the Jewish 
problem—it is generally discussed with heat and passion, 

and rarely considered from the point of view that matters most 
in the long run: the effect of the trials on the world in general 


and on future generations. 


AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF DESPAIR 


How will Germans react? 


HE most impressive feature in the Nazi creed was the element 


of nihilism it contained. 


It was this which enabled the 


Nazis to prolong the war well beyond the point at which even 


unconditional surrender would 


have appeared the right and 


patriotic course to men to whom nihilism was unknown. 


Nihilism is outside the range of 
British experience. Two disparate 
factors contributed to give it a hold 
upon the German soul: first, the deep- 
seated German tendency to national 
mysticism, and second, the disillusion 
and distress which followed the last 
war. The Germans had done nothing 
very awful. They had behaved no 
worse than any other great Power. 
Yet they were treated as the pariahs 
of civilization. 

Tue injustice done to Germany by 
the Versailles Treaty was of a kind 
that involved a much deeper rupture 
in the continuity of European civiliza- 
tion than the making of war by Ger- 
many. It is that which engenders 
nihilism—the sense of being the im- 
potent victim of downright moral in- 
justice, which pretends to be justice. 


No monoply of guilt 
THE same kind of injustice is being 
wreaked on Germany today. 
But at another level: for the quality 
of international relations has de- 
teriorated catastrophically since Ver- 
sailles. It makes for our mental com- 
fort to persuade ourselves that this 
deterioration is due to Germany alone. 
But in reality it began with the vio- 
lence of the Russian revolution and 
the revelation by the Russians of the 
cynicism of the secret treaties, in 
which Britain was deeply involved. 
These showed that Russia and Italy 
had had to be bought off from making 
separate peace with Germany and 
Austria. That alone damned the 
whole conception of Germany’s unique 
war-guilt. 
Yet Britain and France not merely 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


persisted in this, but extorted an ack- 
nowledgement of it from Germany. 
That, inevitably, engendered a moral 
eynicism ig Germany which power- 
fully helped the Nazis to power. 
Against their denunciation of the 
humbug and injustice of Versailles 
there was no reply, 


Yet Germany is once more regarded 
as a unique manifestation of uncaused 
and gratuitous evil. On Germany 
alone has been placed the sole guilt for 
a universal deterioration in inter- 
national conduct for which we, and 
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It is almost certain, for instance, 
that not more than one man or woman 
in a dozen would place the different 
categories of past, present and future 
war-crime trials in the true order of 
their world importance. 

To clear the field, let us begin by 
enumerating the three most obvious 
categories into which they fall; and, 
while doing so, we may follow the 
sequence in which most people would 
probably catalogue them. 

There are (a) the Nazi leaders on 
trial at Nuremberg, with others still 
to follow. It is easy to see that they 
mark a new epoch in history. Van- 
quished foes have before now been 
killed or turned into slaves. They 
have never been put on trial. Then 
there are (b) such men as Quisling, 
Laval and Anton Mussert, not to speak 
of Pétain, and a number of others not 
quite so prominent, charged with, or 
already convicted of, tneason to their 
countries by close collaboration with 
the Germans; and there are—more 
numerous than either of these cate- 
gories or even their combined total— 
hundreds and thousands of cases com- 
ing under category (c)—men and 
women: in a position wholly or partly 
like that of the accused at Luneburg, 
Wiesbaden and Hamburg in recent 
proceedings in which the defence that 
the incriminating act was committed 
under the compulsion of superior 
orders plays a considerable part. 

From the point of view of justice 
and punishment it is obvious that 
category (c) should be sub-divided 


A HAPPIER 


No reader is likely to be insensitive 
- to the misery abroad, perhaps 
more widespread than at any previous 
Christmastide. Insensitiveness to suf- 
fering is the last thing we should wish 
for anyone. Can we then wish our 


friends a Happy Christmas? 

The noise of battle, which Christmas after 
Christmas has dominated our thoughts, and 
made ao travesty of rejoicing, is stilled at 
last; but the aftermath remains, the faoture 
is full of peril. We can only wish you a 
Happier New Year, in as much as conscious- 
ness of the world’s distress sustains within 
us all o new eagerness for service in the 
cause for Peace. Because the Christmas mess- 
age is one of hope to the world, of Peace on 
Earth, Goodwill towards Men, the identical 


NEW YEAR 


cause to which we in the PPU are committed 
—this season, in whatever way we may cele- 
brate it, will be a happy experience. 

Our celebrating may be grave or gay. One 
friend in sending 10s. towards our fund, says 
it was his prize in a ping-pong competition. 
That's the spirit! Let us rejoice with hope 
renewed; and remember that only renewed 
deuication of our lives can transmute this 
season of transient light-heartedness into the 
everlasting treasures of true happiness. 

MAUD ROWNTREE. 
CORDER CATCHPOOL. 


Contributions to Headquarters Fund since 
Dec. 14: £57 6s. 2d. Year’s total to date: 
£521 7s. 5d. 

Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“‘ Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


«|, AND THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR THEM AT THE INN” 


into cases in which personal deeds of 
cruelty or misbehaviour, exceeding 
the terms of the superior order, were 
involved, and 


others from which 
they were absent. But, import- 
ant as that sub-division is in 
every other respect, it is not 


vital to the main purpose of the 
present w.ricle. What most interests 
us here are not the individual accused 
and not even the question what future 
generations will think of the trials 
themselves, but their logical conse- 
quences for all human beings living 
within recognised, responsible states. 


by ROY SHERWOOD 


Viewed that way, we shall find that 
the prosecutions under category (c) 
make the resounding cases at Nurem- 
berg look trivial. 


Yet they are not trivial in them- 
selves. The term is justified only in 
comparison with the urgency of the 
problem raised by the category (c) 
trials. The prosecution of the Nazi 
leaders is a revolutionary innovation 
for many reasons, outstanding among 
which are the constitution of the 
court itself and the fact that many 
of the charges laid against the accused 
are unknown to the Code of Law of 
any country, and even to International 
Law. But there has long been a feel- 
ing among allsorts of men and women 
in many countries that it is repellent 
to commonsense as well as to justice 
—and certainly contrary to the world’s 
best interests—that even the most un- 
speakable act of villainy should be 
immune from punishment provided 
only that it is performed on the scale 
of nation against nation under the 
high-sounding name of policy or 
statecraft. Tio break with that can- 
not be a step in the wrong direction. 

A better route? 


We may wish that the course of 
world events had brought the innova- 


~ | tion about in different circumstances 


and by different methods, the more 
since the Nuremberg precedent must 
load the dice against change and at- 
tempts “to conspire” against the 
status quo, but it is probably true 
that human nature is not elevated 
enough to have made the necessary 
break except in a situation in which 
beaten enemies could provide the first 
culprits. If the Nuremberg trials 
become only a 20th century extension 
of Vae Victis, wisdom will say of 
them only that they have provided the 
least expected ramifications and conse- 
quences of total war. If on the other 
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Compelling circumstances 


LSEWHERE we print a 


letter by Mr. Derek Savage 
which is a frontal attack on the 
conceptions which underlie the 
policy of Peace News. 

Mr. Savage vehemently rejects the 
statement that “as society becomes 
more closely integrated, the individual 
eounts for less and less. The margin 
of freedom wherein he can act as a 
fully responsible person steadily 
diminishes.” This, he says, is “a be- 
trayal of the essence of pacifism, be- 
cause pacifism arises in conscience, 
and only the individual possesses con- 
science.” 

Even if it were true that pacifism 
always arises in conscience—in many 
cases it arises in consciousness, which 
is a different thing—that fact gives 
not the faintest warrant for denying 
that, as society is more closely inte- 
grated, the margin of freedom for 
responsible action diminishes. The 
validity of the individual conscience is 
a subjective fact; the relative impo- 
tence of the individual in the modern 
collective an objective one. And it is 
an essential part of the human situa- 
tion to which, as Mr. Savage says, 
“We must strive to respond origin- 
allv and creatively.” 

We must. But it is a poor example 
of such response to reiterate that con- 
science has “in itself an absolute and 
intrinsic validity and reality.” No- 
body denies it. So what? Where do 
we go from here? Compromise begins, 
or else suicide, What form has his 
original and creative response to the 
human situation taken? We would 
like to observe the behaviour of one 
so certain that he has cast away “ the 
stinking fag-ends of liberal-socialist- 
progressivism.” That does not seem 
to us a very promising preliminary to 
the “spiritual fight of conscience to 
illuminate the collective with its own 
light.” For each of those so violently 
discarded fag-ends—liberalism, social- 
ism, and _ progressivism—contains 
good tobacco: sustenance for the 
spiritual fight. 

As things are, we must accept Mr. 
Savage’s letter as a fair example of 
his original and creative response to 
the human situation. And frankly 
we find it a relapse into the abstrac- 
tionism from which so many pacifists 
have been struggling for years to ex- 
tricate themselves. The only differ- 


Pacifist philosophy 

'PHE inability of Peace News to deal 
~~ elearly and decisively with the 
issues raised by the present human 
situation have, in recent months, ex- 
asperated me time and again. Paci- 
fism has been triumphantly justified 
by the course and outcome of this war, 
and the atom bomb has made our mes- 
sage immediately and unanswerably 


relevant. Yet instead of responding 
to this situation, Peace News comes 
forward with a timid and compromis- 
ing mixture of stale liberalism, stale 
socialism, stale thumanitarianism. 
Why should I read Peace News when 
Ican get the same dish served up more 


appetisingly in the New Statesman or 
the News Chronicle? 

Typical of your inadequacy is the 
final paragraph of your leading article 
for December 14, 

ls as society becomes more closely 
integrated, the individual counts for Jesa 
and less. The margin of freedom wherein 
he can act as a fully responsible person 
steadily diminishes. The only escape from 
that creeping paralysis of the morality, of 
the individual is that the fabric of society 
itself shall be moralized. The nation-State 
must act with the human morality of the 
individual, unless the individual is to be 


demoralized.” 
That passage, Sir, I deliberately 


stigmatize as a betrayal of the inner 


essence of pacifism. 

Pacifism ia inescapably individual. It arises 
in conscience; and it appeals to conscience, 
and only the individual possesses conscience. 
It has social implications, insofar as it brings 
conscience, the inwardness of personality, into 
conflict with the conscienceless external col- 
lective. Its fight is a spiritual fight to illumi- 
Nate that collective with ita own light. But 
in doing so, it changes that external] collective. 
It requires af the individual whom it touches 
that he shall cease to identify ‘himself with 
the external collective, shall discover and take 


ence between it and the naive pacifism 
of old is that it is more pretentious. 
He asks: “ How on earth can the 
nation-state be assumed to possess a 
real existential centre that is denied 
to individuals?” 

It is not assumed, it is observed and 
experienced. That the nation-state 
possesses reality; that its conduct is 
based on motives is manifest. That in- 
dividuals—pacifists pre-eminently— 
consider that conduct vicious and 
Junatic is equally manifest. What is 
not so manifest, but equally true, is 
that they are compelled, as the con- 
dition of living at all, to conform their 
conduct to that of the nation-state in 
everything save words. / Even their 
refusal to take part in war has to be 
permitted by the nation-state. If it 
were not, pacifists would simply be 
blotted out. 

Pacifists hope for the time when a 
majority of men will be of their per- 
suasion. The nation-state, provided it 
were democratic, would be moralized. 
But the position is now so desperate 
that we must hope that the conduct of 
the nation-state will be moralized long 
before a majority of its members 
achieve a pacifist conviction. Fortun- 
ately, this is possible. Both in demo- 
cratic and totalitarian countries the 
effective rulers may perfectly well 
come to the conclusion, quite quickly, 
that some kind of world-government 
must be established. To suppose that 
the renunciation of war by nation- 
states depends on the renunciation of 
the war by a majority of the individ- 
uals which compose them is not only a 
misreading of the facts, but a confes- 
sion of despair. 

Even if a nation-state such as 
Britain were to decide that it was 
utterly disastrous to itself to partici- 
pate in a future war, and act accoril- 
ingly—as we devoutly hope it will— 
that would not be in consequence of a 
majoritv of Britons having undergone 
an awakening of the individual con- 
science. That is not, in fact, the way 
changes of social behaviour take place. 
Individual consciences are contribu- 
tory to the change, but seldom if ever 
decisive. The mass-society reacts to 
the-compulsion of circumstance. The 
atom bomb. which has certainly not 
convinced its millions of individual 
members of the necessity of pacifism, 
may aquite well convince it of the 
necessity of peace. 


his stand upon the inwardness of conscience. 
and become an individual: that is, change 
his “atomic” nature for a ‘ microcosmic.” 
That is how pacifism can “ moralize"’ society 
—to ‘‘moralize’’ means to make individual. 

The atom-bomb has come as a shock to those 
who have accepted war; they realize that war 
is now their greatest enemy, as all along we 
have asserted. And what do we find? Every- 
where people are looking for semeone else to 
get them out of their mess. Instead of realis- 
ing their individual] responsibility and repu- 
diating war firat of all from within, they look 
to the State, they look to the politicians. And 
now pacifists, it seems, are proving them- 
selves unequal to their responsihilities. 

Do you not see how Iudicrously your state- 
ment puts the cart before the horse? How on 
earth can the nation-State be asaumed to 
possess some real existential centre which 
is denied to the individual person? Is the 
individual, then, morally moved from outside, 
not, as our pacifist atand seems to imply. 
from within? If that is indeed sd, then we 
pacifists are bankrupt, we have no message 
to deliver, we are mere sentimentalists, para- 
sites upon the reality of the external collective 
whose power we inwardly repudiate. 

Wake up, Peace News! We pacifista are, 
socially speaking, the avant-garde of human 
awareness. Upan us lies a great responsibility, 
and in order t? fulfil it we must get rid of 
old, useless ways of thought and feeling—in 
particular the stinking fag-ends of liberal- 
socialist-progressivism—and strive to respond 
originally and creatively to the human situa- 
tion. This response can proceed only from 
an integral stand upon our basis in individual 
conscience and our realization of the micro- 
cosmic character of the human perron—you 
and me and the other fellow—who is, not a 
means to some end exterior to himself in 
the social collective, but an end in himself, 
and whose individual spiritual] acta have, 
therefore, in themselves an absolute and in- 
trinsic validity and reality. 

There is no escape from “the creeping 
paralysis of the morality of the individuals ” 
(I don’t feel that paralysis: do you?) except 
by the individual waking up to his own respon- 
sibility and discovering his own reality and 
the sources of morality, freedom and 
creativeness which lie within. 

D. S. SAVAGE. 

High House, Bromsash, Ross-on-Wye. 


Britain and Europe 


UROPE: is very near and 
America very far away, 
vet the war has reversed geog- 
raphy. For four years. the 
twenty miles of water dividing 
France and Britain were impas- 
sable, whilst in spite of the U. 
Boat shipping between America 
and this country continued 
uninterrupted. 

During the period of German occu- 
pation the peoples of Europe were 
reacting to changed conditions accord- 
ing to their particular natures. They 
were developing without us, so that 
it is not strange that now we fail 
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by CRITICUS 


immediately to understand their poli- 
tical alignments. Nor is it strange 
that General de Gaulle, Dr. Benes and 
others are not behaving as we 
expected them to behave. They have 
returned to countries that have suf- 
fered, and changed because of it. 

We need not accept the astrono- 
mical figures supplied by the Russians 
to be sure that hundreds of thousands 
of Europeans (excluding Jews) have 
died in German concentration camps. 
These camps, if conditions at Ausch- 
witz, Belsen and Buchenwald are any 
criterion, were not calculated to pro- 
duce an increase of human decency. 
Suffering has its own logic, and the 
human being who has been used with- 
out pity is pitiless when he can 
persecute the persecutor. 

The weight of suffering was heavi- 
est in Eastern Europe. It has heen 
stated by the Russians that twenty- 
four millions of their population were 
rendered homeless during the Ger- 
man attack on their country. The 
Poles were ruthlessly transplanted by 
the Germans, and by their fellow 
Slavs in Russia. Where the Slavs 
now press Westwards the Germans 
pressed Eastwards. In this primitive 
struggle, involving huge movements 
of peasant populations who hungrily 
grasped for land and bread wherever 
they came to rest, there was no veneer 
of civilisation; the Slavs were des- 


cribed by Nazi propagandists as, 
sub-men and treated as such. 

* * * 
fe recapitulate these facts is 


é necessary if one is to have any 
imaginative understanding of events 
in Europe today. Mr. Murry has in- 
directly charged those who do not 
accept his eriticisms of the Soviet 
Union with “fanaticism.” Perhaps 
he himself is the fanatic, since he 
shows no appreciation of the war-time 
travail of Europe. Coleridge says of 
fanaticism that it originates “in the 
contemplation of phenomena without 
investigation into their causes.” This 


Sight of the worst 


T feel that all intelligently earnest members 
of the PPU are grateful to Fredrick Lohr 
for his salutary letter insisting that Observer 
should ignore the silly, subversive criticism 
and. reproof to which he has recently been 
subjected, and refuse to falsify his ‘ vision ” 
by using rose-tinted spectacles. Evasion of 
painful truths and the ugly facts of life as 


That ‘ Where ignorance (of the truth) ia 
bliss, ’tis folly to be wise” is suicidal non- 
sense. In a world dominated by commonly 
accepted mierepresentation, deceit and men- 
dacity the acceptance and assertion of the 
truth cannot be otherwise than painful and 
disturbing: but the pain and disturbance should 
be the birth-throes of betterment. Hardy’s— 
“If way to the better there be, It exacts a 
full sight of the worst” is “ godlike reason.” 
We implore Observer to persist in exercising 
his godlike reason, giving us that ‘large dis- 
course, looking before and after.”—-The full 
view that embraces the best and the worst. 


: E. E. BRISCOE. 
Littlecote, Hever, 
Nr. Edenbridge, Kent. 


Beyond all ‘isms’ 


Having read S. Fagan’s letter in your issuc 
of Nov. 16, may I add an ordinary woman's 
point of view ? I am not a pacifist. But I 
want peace. Every woman, worthy of the 
name, wants peace. Shall we get it? Or 
shall we be called upon. in another twenty- 
five years, to sacrifice our beloveds ‘‘in the 
cause of freedom ?” 

I believe there is only one way to ensure 
that peace for which we all, in our different 
ways, s0 pathetically yearn. It is not by 
classifying ourselves as pacifists er any other 
“Gsts” > but by uniting in fulfilling our 
obligations as practising Christians. 

To start with, let us learn to love our neigh- 
bours as ourselves, at home and abroad, and 
teach our children to do the sa 


me. 
ELIZABETH FITZROY. 
Half Aere, 


Hartley Wintney, Hants. 


In view of the many claims on our very limited 
space, correspondents are urged te keep their 
letters under 250 words. 


seems especially apposite in relation 
to the Soviet Union, which is fated 
to produce emotional reactions rather 
than balanced judgments, to have 
friends and enemies stricken with the 
same blindness. 

To say that the behaviour of the 
Poles, Czechs and Russians towards 
the Germans is humanly inevitable 
(which is the only conclusion one can 
reach from the facts), is not to defend 
it. All civilised Europeans must de- 
plore it, yet there is a certain realism 
in at once understanding and deplor- 
ing. There is none in moral indigna- 
tion that creates a void between the 
observer and the observed, the judge 
and the judged. It is absurd to intro- 
duce ethics into the aftermath of a 
travail that has. negated ethics, or 
to expect Russians to behave as 
neither Britons nor Germans would 
have behaved under similar circum- 
stances. It must be emphasised that 
all British judgments at the expense 
of Europe are privileged. They are 
also falsified and inhumanly detached 
by twenty miles of water. 

Slowly but surely Mr. Murry is 
being forced into isolationism. His 
concern for the moral integrity of 
Europe is making him peculiarly 
British. Now France (he says) is in 
moral decline too. But is not this 
inevitable? Did the peace-loving ele- 
ments in Britain expect war to 
produce moral elevation in Europe? 
It is obvious that decline was inevi- 
table, and only when this has been 
recognised, can the urgent necessity 
for positive statesmanship by Britain 
and America be adequately under- 
stood, * 

* * * 

"[PHESE “two countries alone, which 

have not suffered from German 
occupation and thus are capable of 
detachment, can make the moral 
gestures that will herald European 
recovery. In particular, if they do 
believe that Germany is the heart of 
Europe, and must be kept beating, 
otherwise Europe dies, they must act; 
they must discipline the Russians and 
French by force of example in their 
own zones, and meantime abjure the 
luxury of moral indignation. 

With this Mr. Murry would agree. 
His failing (to one reader) is that 
finding the Soviet regime personally 
inimical he particularizes in relation 
to it. The end of this Second World 
War has been a great human tragedy, 
which could only have been different 
if all that had gone before had been 
different also. To single the Russians 
out is to argue that they have been 
exempt from this inevitability, that 
in their political ideology or national 
character there is some demonism 
from which others are mercifully 
free, which is as unreal as Lord Van- 
sittart’s conclusions in relation to 
Nazism and Germany. 


NEW COMMENTARY: 


Peace commentary - -. after the war 

In _Jan. issue: Fred Messer, MP, 
R. W. Sorensen, MP, Dr. A. D. Belden. 
Subjects include the atom, Indonesia, 
the House, and a basis for pacifist- 


Le ___ socialism. 
3d. 15 Ormsby Gdns., Greenford. Middx. 
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Alex Comfort, 10s. 6d. 
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Forrest Reid, 10s. 6d. 


THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP 
Dickens, 2 vols., 7s. 6d. each 


SCREW TAPE LETTERS 
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(® War Resisters’ International 


Round the World 


NOW that communications with 

Europe are being re-opened in- 
formation is coming through by every 
post and we are learning from letters 
received at WRI Headquarters some- 
thing of the experience of our fellow 
members on the Continent whether 
under occupation or the actual rav- 
ages of war. 

Their stories confirm our belief that 
the pacifist movement on the Contin- 
ent was holding fast in the face of 
sufferings and danger greater by far 
than we had to meet here. They also 
suggest that out of these experiences 
comes a new challenge to our pacifism 
and to our expression of it. We have 
much to learn from our Continental 
comrades: we hope we have some- 
thing also to contribute. 

It will be impossible to resume in 
the near future the triennial Inter- 
national Conferences which the WRI 
used to hold before the war, and it 
has therefore been decided to hold a 
series of simultaneous conferences 
throughout the world, as far as pos- 
sible in the first three months of 1946. 
A full agenda covering the work and 
organization of the WRI and also the 
main problems which confront paci- 
fists today has been prepared as the 
basis of each conference, America 
has already taken up the idea with 
enthusiasm and is planning for a 
widespread study of the agenda by 
local groups as a preliminary to 
regional conferences. It is also 
offering help to sections in South 
America and Canada. Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Bulgaria, 
Denmark, France and Holland have 
already decided to take their share. 

What about Great Britain? The 
PPU as the British section is under- 
taking to organize regional confer- 
ences—five in England and one each 
for Scotland. Wales and Ireland, and 
the following centres and dates have 
been fixed: 

Bristol, Feb. 9 and 10; Leeds, Feb. 16 and 

17: London, Feb. 16 and 17: Birmingham, 

Feb. 23 and 24; Newcastle, March 9; Wales, 

probably at Easter; Ireland, possibly in 


March or April; and Glasgow, we hope, in 
March. 


Groups are asked to return the 
Conference forms which have been 
sent to secretaries as soon as possible 
and to obtain sufficient copies of the 
agenda (free on request) so that they 
send delegates able to give the Con- 
ference in their area the group find- 
ings on the different questions raised. 
The discussion at each session will be 
drawn into a Minute. These Minutes 
will thus contain the results of the 
thinking which has contributed to the 
Conference and be collated with the 
Minutes of all the other conferences. 

In this way it will be possible to 
obtain an insight into the general 
mind of the pacifist movement, to 
strengthen the links which already 
bind together the different national 
sections and to prepare for the next 
internation conference. 

But if the British contribution is 
going to be adequate we in the PPU 
must see to it that every regional 
conference is well prepared for the 
truly representative. There is no 
need for more than a reminder of all 
that our comrades on the Continent 
have endured during these last years 
to ensure that the PPU will not now 
let them down. 


“‘We may turn cash 


into food for Europe” 
- VICTOR GOLLANCZ 


A DEEPLY attentive, although 

numerically disappointing, audi- 
ence at Friends House, London, on 
Monday of last week heard Vera 
Brittain and Victor Gollancz state the 
case for “ Save Europe Now ” action. 

Dr. Alex Wood, who presided, urged 
the mecessity of immediate action as 
the pre-condition of any long-term 
policy for peace. 

Vera Brittain insisted on the economic unity 
of Europe. One could not build a new world 
in a desert. The food and fuel situation of 
Europe made a sombre picture, and particu- 
larly that of the 8,000.000 dispossessed 
deportees, whose expulsion continued, despite 
the alleged check on these migrations. 

This country bore great moral responsibility, 
said Victor Gollancz, for not only had Church- 
ill proclaimed that we should use “ uncon- 
ditional surrender ” in a humane manner, but 

we had ratified at Potsdam the decisions by 

which the expulsions were being made. 
The Minister of Food had rejected the 
various schemes so far put forward for help 


« 


from this country, but money now raised 
could and would be turned into food for 
Europe. 


Mr. Gollancz recalled the injunction to feed 
one's enemy as providing the only common- 
sense basis for re-educating the Germans for 
a world that might live at peace. 

After questions, Sybil Morrison, as chairman 
of the London Area, PPU. who had sponsored 
the meeting made a vivid appeal for funds. 


GRATITUDE 


The following is the transla- 
tion of a letter received by the 
wife of an Oxfordshire farmer in 
recognition of her kindness to- 
wards a billeted Italian P-o-W. 


Dear Madam, 
I RECEIVED your letter with 
the photo of my son, Raffaele, 
and was deeply touched by your 
kind phrases. I reply to express 
my sincere gratitude and ap- 
preciation for all you have done 
and are still doing for my son. 
You cannot imagine how happy 
I am to have your good news and 
I shall never cease thanking the 
Lord for having delivered my son 
to the care of your good family. 
1 know my son well enough to 
imagine how much he is attached 


to you. He says he feels very 
much at home in your house 
especially there’ being your 


little daughter who reminds him 
of his own little Ada. Iam sure 
that long after he has left your 
country he will remember you 
for all the great kindness you 
have shown him. 

I cannot find words fit to thank 
you adequately but I assure you 
you are constantly present in my 
prayers. May the Lord bestow 
every happiness on you, and your 
loved ones, and may you never 
have to bear the sorrow of being 
parted from them. 

You can trust, dear Madam, 
that my son will remain your 
friend for ever. He will write to 
you when he comes home I am 
sure, as he always writes of you 
in his letters to me. 

It is very considerate of you to 
have tried to send me a parcel. I 
would like to send one to you, 
but for the time being we are not 
allowed to do so. ; 

I close now, Madam, wishing 
you all the best, also on behalf 
of my family. My _ regards to 
your husband and children. 


Words of Peace’ 


No. 156 


“ Brothers, do not be afraid of sins 
in men. Love mankind in its sins: 
this is the height of charity, Love 
God’s creation as a whole and love it 
in all its parts, and you will reach 
God’s secret in all created things. . . 
Humility and love, not pride and 
hatred, do vanquish the world. 
Friends, ask God to give you gladness. 
Much indeed may be hidden from us, 
but all of us possess some conscious- 
ness of our link with other worlds. 
Our highest thoughts, our noblest feel- 
ings, are not rooted in this world. 
From His many other worlds God took 
the seeds, and sowed them in this 
earth, and tended His new garden, and 
the seeds grew to maturity. But all 
growing here depends on its contact 
with. other worlds, and this consctous- 
ness is alive in us...Judge no one.. If 
you and I were truly righteous, no 
third person could become a criminal... 
If the wickedness and cruelty of men 
stir you to indignation and unspeak- 
able sorrow, even to the desire of 
revenge, fear this desire above all 
things. Go and find suffering for your- 
self as though you were guilty of 
others’ cruelty. Accept your cross, and 
bear it. Then your heart shall be 
assuaged, and you will understand 
your own guilt: your charity might 
have lit a lamp for the wicked man’s 
dark path, and your charity had slept 
instead....” 

—Dostoevsky, The Brothers 


Yehudi Menuhin’s bow 


- without arrows 


In August he was about to be con- 
scripted into the US Army, when a 
new rule unexpectedly cancelled 
drafting of all men over 26. This did 
not displease Menuhin, an ardent 
anti-Nazi, but also a Pacifist. 


—News Review, on Yehudi Menuhin. 


IVSP REPORT PROGRESS 


The Annual General meeting of the 
International Voluntary Service for 
Peace, held in London on Sat. and 
Sun., Dec. 1 and 2, attracted a good 
attendance. The reports presented 
showed expansion in all departments. 


Five units, comprising 53 men and women, 
were serving overseas. Youth camps had been 
organized in every holiday period, mainly for 
harvesting in the summer, and for help in 
youth hostels and children’s homes at Easter 
and Christmas. Several short-term adult ger- 
vices had been held. Of Jong-term war-time 
services in this country, the demolition ser- 
vice at West Ham was still functioning and 
was affording a useful training and sifting 
place for applicants for service overseas. 

For the first time since the war, represen- 
tatives of IVSP in five other European 
countries were present. The audience heard 
accounts of Swiss services in France, of a 
service held in Holland even during the occu- 
pation, of individual peace-making efforts 
reaching out from Sweden and Denmark into 
Norway. Plans were on foot for sending 
British volunteers to join international work- 
teams. 

Throughout, the thought of Pierre Ceresole 
was uppermost, and on a spontaneous inspira- 
tion a fund was started to provide an IVSP 
House in London as a memorial to him. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Home: quarterly, 3s. 3d.; yearly, 12s. 6d. 
Abroad: quarterly, 2s. 9d.; yearly, 100. 6d. 


DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS 
Maximum size, 8 column inches. Copy by 
first post Friday. 
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NO LABEL 
“HAE child” wept—“ Give me 


bread,” 
And Jesus turning said 
“T help the victors first 
Their children must be fed.” 


The starving ones must wait. 
For them the empty plate. 
Their little ones shall die, 
And mothers learn to hate.” 


What blasphemy is this? 


An evil jest it is. 

It was not Christ who spoke, 
Those words were never his. 
He speaks no angry name 

Of bitterness and blame. 

He loves the hungry child 
Who bears its nation’s shame. 


His wheat no label shows 
Tv say for whom it grows. 
Impartial is its wealth 
For friends and foes. 

M. D. ALLEN. 
9/12/45. 


Desert restraint 


I returned to Baghdad unharmed 
and put in my report. The upshot of 
it all was that when the Kurd Shaikh 
Mahmud refused to surrender him- 
self, the RAF were ordered to bomb 
Sulaimaniyah, and they did it with 
severity. My overseers had told me 
something of the scenes in the town 
as bombs rained down upon the popu- 
lace. The gruesome details they 
described, of the panic and the in- 
juries to young and old under that 
deadly storm, were not pleasant to 
dwell upon. It was a remarkable 
thing that, though he resisted 
desperately, the Shaikh continued: to 
behave well towards us in spite of 
the bombing. 


As an instance of this, two British 
officers who had been captured were 
ill. The Shaikh, who had housed them 
as well as he could, sent over a mes- 
sage asking that a doctor might be 
sent to attend them, adding that if 
they were found to be too ill they 
might be taken back to Baghdad. The 
doctor was conducted with every 
courtesy through the enemy _ lines. 
After seeing the officers and not find- 
ing them as bad as expected he felt 
he could not honestly ask for their 
release. Nevertheless they were 
eventually allowed to go free. 

On another occasion a _ British 
officer of the Assyrian Levies was 
killed during a fight with the Kurds. 
A letter of apology was sent to the 
C.O. Colonel MacDonald, saying that 
the death of the officer was greatly 
regretted, but that in the fight it had 
been impossible to distinguish who 
was who. 


A. M. Hamilton, “ Road Through 
Khurdistan ” (1925). 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, do 
not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise- 
ments imply any endorsement of, or PPU 
connexion with, the matter advertised. 


THE ENGAGEMENT is announced 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 

TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send atampa in; 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum length: 50 words. Addresr' 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3; 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre-| 
quency of continuing advertisements. | 


{ 


ACCOMMODATION 
FURN. OR Unfurn. rm. wanted 


with gas ring and use bathrm. No! 
service. Willing pay quarter’s rent! 
ieee Tees Flatlet considered. Box 


TWO UNFURN./prt. 
Use kitchen, bath. 
Full parties. reaud. 
Broxbourne. Box 223. j 

YOUNG PACIFIST couple and! 
baby desperately requ, furn/unfurn.| 


furn. rms 
Suit woman. 
Quiet hse. | 


acmdtn. anywhere London area. 
David Watson, 11 Vaughan Avenue, 
Doncaster. 


DERBYSHIRE WILLS. Food Re 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow. The Briara, Crich, Mat- 
lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 


EDUCATIONAL 

SPEAKING AND WRITING 
lessons (correspndnce. or visit) 6s.; 
classes 1s. Gd. Diffident, nervous, 
and hesitant people specially helped, 
also stammerers. Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 
N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 

FOR SALE & WANTED — 

“ BATLEY ” STANDARDIZED 
All-concrete Reinforced Sectional 
Sheds, one width only, 103 ft., suit- 
able for farmers, gardeners, work- 
shops, ete. One 104 x 104 x 7 ft. 
high costs £43 14s. 0d., larger sizes 
in proportion. Inspection invited. 
Batley & Co., Stockport. 

SUPER GRADE Strawherry plants 
last year’s runners per 100, 26s.; 50, 
14s.; 25, 7s. 6d.; 12, 4s.; carr. pd. 
Haines’ Bros., Margaret Manor, 
Doddingt-=. Kent. 

WAR RESISTERS’ Internationa! 
wd. welcome gifts of foreign 
stamps for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifte 
received with gratitude. Pl. send to 
the War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd.. Enfield 


LITERATURE. &c. 
_ QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 


Ambergate 44). 


Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 


THOSE WHO dare think. value 
Ronald Mallone’s poetry: ‘‘ Passion- 
ate affirmation of our fundamental 
values’ (New Leader), ‘“* Vigorous 
and expressive’ (Herbert Read), 
“Sensitiveness to anguish of world” 
(Friend). Peoples’ Post praises 
latest volume ‘‘ Whose Victory?” 
(2s. 6d., post 2d.) for “nobility of 
thoughts, courage, exquisite contrast.” 


30 Darby Rd., Oldbury. 


MEETINGS, &c. 
DON’T FORGET the London Area 


Twelfth Night Revelries at Caxton 
Hall, Sat., Jan. 5 at 6.30. Enter- 
tainment, Games, Sideshows. Tickets 
2s. including refreshments. London 


Area PPU, 8 Endsleigh Gdns., W.C.1, 
or pay at the door. 
NORTHAMPTON BREAKFAST— 
Visit from Farmer Alex. Hancock, 
Mr. Churchill’s challenger at Wood- 
ford: “ Christianity and Commun- 
ism.” 8.30 Friends Meeting Hse. 
Why not make a special effort to 
attend this fellowship hour on Jan. 6? 
MIDLAND PACIFIST Fellowship, 
Selly Oak, F.M.H., Jan. 6 (3 p.m.). 
John P. Fletcher—‘‘ The Importance 
of Obedience to Conscience.” 


PERSONAL 
NEW YEAR—NEW RATES 

In future all classified advertise- 
ments will be charged at 3d. per 
word. The minimum of 2s. 6d. will 
remain, as will the additional charge 
for Box Numbers. The present rate 
has not been raised throughout | the 
war, but now that Peace News is 
again on the bookstalls 2d. per word 
is an absurdly low figure. 


between David and Gwyneth, of the 
Aberdare P.P.U. and F.o.R. group. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


RESPONSIBLE POSITION _reaud. 
by young working foreman, Friend. 


WRITER, LARGE Hse.,_ 30 acres 7 yrs.’ experience hand, machine 
land, remote country, offers free iN il types farm machinery, 
home, writer, painter, similar. Par-|MUK8., 4 yp o 


ties, Box 226 
ABveRTISER WISHES to meet 


someone interested in production of 
electric lighting and heating appli- 
‘ances. Midlands preferred. Box 224, 

WAR RESISTERS' International 
urgently needs help in translating 
from the Czech language. Please 
communicate: W.R.I., 11 Abbey Rd., 
Enfield, Middx. 


“WANTED! 
Dr. Belden in 


NEW MEN” says 
‘“*Un-Common Sense,” 
4d. (post 1d.). Illustrations (Arthur 
Wragg, Angelo da Fonseca). “‘ Open 
Letter to Scots” (John Kinloch). 
“* Are There No Prisons?’ asked 
Scrooge” (John Coleman). “ True 
Glory ” (Nina Bailey). _ Constructive 
Political Commentary. Poetry (Wini- 
fred MHaythorne, Ronald Mallone). 
30, Darby Road, Oldbury. 

CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 
thosé desiring congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Partica., stamp, Sec.. PN. 19 

Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney. Cardiff. 

YOU WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H. C. Correspondence 


Club. Send s.a.e. for partics. to Sec., 
L. and H. C. C. C., 89 Reighton Rd., 
London, E.5. 


FRIENDSHIPS CONFIDENTIALLY 
formed. For parties. send s.a.e. to 
Friendship Bureau, 55 Lynwood 
Drive, Romford, Essex. 


etc. Good hse. requd. Box 227. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


READ THE BIBLE through in a 
year. The Bible the Foundation and 
Source of Civilization—The Magna 
Charta of Liberty: “ The Most Valu- 
able Thing That This World Affords 
. - . Wisdom .. . The Royal Law 
. .. The Oracles of God.” Tables free 
(by post 1d.) from Mr. Viner Hal, 
The Institute, Weston-super-Mare. 


ACCOUNTANT C.O. writea up 
traders bks.; attends to all Ineome 
Tax matters: company formation; 
audits and costing. Pi«vincial clients 
visited without obliga:ion. Box 96. 

INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935. 


NATURE CURE—Psychological & 
Drugless Treatment of Disease by 
Reginald Bailey, Psychiatrist, Nerve- 
Specialist and Bates Practitioner 
(eyesight corrected by natural 
methods); Daisy E. Bailey, Spectalet 
in Women's ailments and Children’s 
complaints; Reg. J. Bailey, Osteo- 
path, Naturopath. Consultation by 
appt.—134 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore 
Hill, N.21. Palmers Green 7868. 
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A Western federation for peace 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


the French and the Russians, are just 
as responsible as she. 


Nazis - and the rest 


HIS is not to deny that the Nazis 
have committed crimes for which 
they deserve to be punished. That is a 
totally different matter from treating 
Germany itself as a moral monster. 
Ordinary decent Germans will admit 
the justice of the former, and be out- 
raged by the latter. They know that 
the assumption that Germans are evil 
and the v.ctors good is a lie. Once 
more the German knows himself to be 
the impotent victim of downright in- 
justice. Nihilism was his reaction 
before. What will it be now? 

What will happen to the German 
soul? It is possible it may turn to- 
wards a belief in a God who permits 
injustice in this world to redress it in 
the mext. That is not very probable. 
The contemporary climate of opinion 
is against it. Much more probable is 
the re-emergence in a more desperate 
form of the nihilism which inspired 
the Nazis. 


The weapon for Nihilists 


rPTHE point of these reflections is 
“ that nihilism at last has an ap- 
propriate weapon—the atom, bomb. 
With this weapon civilization can be 
destroyed. Beware lest the German 
of the future put out of his mind the 
positive side of the old dream, the new 
Germanic-European order—that, he 
will know, is inconceivable—but not 
the negative side of the dream: world- 
destruction. That may recur and 
grow more grandiose and alluring. 
The German dream will be to take a 
conscious part in accomplishing “ The 
downfall of the West.” 

However strange, it is neither dia- 
bolical nor ignoble. It was the kind 
wf dream dreamed by thousands of 
early Christians, as the Book of 
Revelation bears witness. And, un- 
less some tremendous effort is made to 
establish the law of justice so vividly 
that the average intelligent German 
may believe it, I fear that Germany 
will become not merely an economic 
slum, but a spiritual slum as well— 
and that is a far more dangerous 
thing. 


A French reaction 

TPHESE gropings of my mind are 
related to an account I have re- 

ceived of the post-war conviction of a 

typical member of the _ intelligent 

middle-class in France. 

It is his conviction that a fatal 
mistake has been made in. so weaken- 
ing Germany that she can no longer 
serve as a barrier against Commun- 
ism. Since he is convinced that there 
ean be no stability in Europe until it 
is settled who will dominate the 
world: USA or Russia, ha even de- 
sires that “ America should strike now 
and get it over.” 

Ile does not desire American domin- 
scion; even less did he desire Nazi 
comination. But even under Nazi 
comination (he argues) there was 
more frezdom than is permitted under 
Communist rule. Communist dom- 
jnation means a loss of! liberty so great 
thut life would become intolerable. 
Above all, he says, it means the end of 
Art. To a doubt whether Art could 
thus be killed, he replies: ‘ Compare 
Communism and Islam. Both are 
powerful mystiques which carry with 
them a strong urge to conquest. And 
where Islam has conquered, Art is 
still dead—even after so many cen- 
turies have passed.” 


* The horrer of Communism 

AM not defending that point of 

view. I am presenting it simply 
for its own deep interest as the con- 
sidered conviction of a clear-thinking 
Frenchman—as the thought of a 
European mind upon the present 
crisis. .Upon that horror of Com- 
munism, the Nazis worked in Ger- 
many. As the letter of a German in 
the FAU Chronicle (No. 78) puts it: 


“ Definitely the danger from the East vlaved 
the most important part in German thinking 
and in the willingness of millions of soldiers 
to die.” 


It is easy enough for us, who live 
apart from the mainland of Europe to 
scout this intensity of feeling. But it 
is impossible to ignore the evidence of 
the recent elections in Austria and 
Hungary. where men and women have 
felt the reality of Russian conquest, 
and are still under the shadow of the 


Russian conqueror. There it must 
have required considerable courage to 
vote against thea Communists; yet 
they were overwhelmed. At least it 
points to a remarkable jintensity of 
anti-Russian feeling. 


A role for Britain 


[Tt is equally foolish to ignore this 

feeling, or simply to condemn it. 
We must remember that Britain has 
largely escaped the characteristic 
material and spiritual stresses of a 
European war. I admit that the atti- 
tude of the intelligent Frenchman 
almost terrifies me; but I feel I have 
no right to sit in judgment on it. 


The effect upon me is to re-energize 
my conviction that Britain must re- 
double her efforts to present this 
latent conflict between Russia and the 
West from bursting into war. And 
there are two main means to that end. 
One is to make it clear that we are 
determined to have no part in an 
atomic war; the other to build up a 
pacific federation of democracies in 
Western Europe. 


It is no use doing this unless we can 
make it crystal clear to the Russians 
that such a federation is really pacific. 
The possibility of that depends, it 
seems, on the ‘Russians being able to 
admit that to be anti-Communist is 
quite compatible with a determination 
to live at peace with Russia; and 
equally on a determination of the 
Western European nations not to be 
beguiled into militarism. Here a 
resolute lead from Britain—beginning 
with the rejection of peace-time con- 
scription—may be decisive. 


—and one for Germany 


FiQuALLy imperative it is that 
= = Germany should become a full 
and equal member of that pacific 
federation, with full scope for her 
great constructive gifts. Germany’s 
spiritual hunger is even more dan- 
gerous than her material hunger. She 
needs something to believe in and live 
for, if the recrudescence of nihilism is 
to be averted. And that it seems can 
only be a purified version of her vision 
of a united Europe: ruthlessly 
stripped of its barbaric exaltation of 
military conquest. A pacific federa- 
tion, first of Western Europe, and 
then, it may be, stretching out to in- 
clude countries like Czecho-Slovakia 
and Jugoslavia, which will have 
learned how to reconcile friendship 
with Russia with an adherence to 
Western Europe would provide Ger- 
many with an ideal not alien to her 
own tradition. 


As at present conducted Moscow 
propaganda objects that such a con- 
ception is inherently anti-Russian. 
But this jassumes that Russian in- 
terests are served only by European 
anarchy. That would be true if 
Russia looks and works for a commun- 
ist revolution througheut the world. I 
doubt that. 


Neutrality imperative 


MPHE crux of the matter is that the 

federation shall be truly pacific; 
and that depends upon its becoming a 
real federation and scrapping its 
national armies. An innocent-seem- 
ing defensive military alliance is no 
use at all: on the contrary, it is in- 
finitely dangerous. But a genuine 
federation which begins in real 
earnest with the pooling of sov- 
ereignty of which the statesmen are 
now speaking seriously can be a 
threat to nobody: above all, if it de- 
clares, 4S in mere commonsense it 
must, its absolute neutrality in the 
event of future war. 

Between Russia and America now 
stands Western Europe. Physically, 
it is impotent: spiritually, it is eap- 
able of creative action. It must 
transcend the deadlock between 
Russia and America. As long as that 
lasts there can be no stability in 
Eurape. There, the Frenchman is 
right. But if that deadlock is re- 
solved by atomic war, it is pure 
catastrophe. It must be resolved by 
creative action. 

Creative action is impossible on a 
basis of injustice. Justice to Ger- 
many is the necessary condition of a 
West European federation: and it will 
save the German soul from nihilism. 
I have my own ideas of the form that 
German nihilism will take. Suffice it 
to say that mankind had better think 
twice before it puts the outraged 
German soul to work or. atomic war. 


COBSRA APPEAL FOR FOOD FOR EUROPE 


£100,000 needed now 


OODSTUFFS NOT IN GENERAL DEMAND IN THIS COUNTRY, BUT 
OF VALUE FOR RELIEF PURPOSES, ARE NOW OBTAINABLE, 
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, FOR EUROPEAN 


DISTRIBUTION. 


This information is given in a Christmas appeal for £100,000 made by 
the Council of British Societies for Relief Abroad, whose chairman is Mr. 


Richard Law, MP. 

The appeal is supported by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
the Archbishops of Westminster, Non- 
conformist leaders and the Chief 
Rabbi. 

The money will be used to buy 
food for those in special need— 
babies and children, expectant and 
nursing mothers, the sick and the old. 
Distribution will be made regardless 
of race or creed. 

Contributions should be sent to the 
Food Relief Fund, c/o COBSRA, 75, 
Victoria Street, S.W.1. Food points 
and coupons should not be sent. 


* 


...and this IS Europe 
Christmas 1945 


What do Berliners talk abot? 
aska the Berlin correspondent of 
The Times, and answers: 


os HEY talk about how to contrive 
Christmas presents, for there 
has been, since the first Sunday of 
December, an ‘Advent garland’ 
with four candles, one for each 
Sunday in Advent, in almost every 
house, and now there is a Christ- 
mas tree. They talk about theatres 
and cinemas, for there is warmth 
as well as entertainment there. In 
the end, as the stove gets cold, they 
talk about food and warmth—and 
the winter. These are the pre- 
occupations of the present. 


<= 


Farewell and Greeting 


All supporters of the CBCO are invited to 
an informal New Year’s Party to be held in 
the Institute, Friends House, Euston, at 5.30 
p.m. on Sat., Jan. 5, when presentations will 
be made to Nancy Browne and Joe Brayshaw. 
Graham Wiggs, the new secretary, will be 
introduced, and there will be musical and other 
items (but no refreshments). 


War Trial Lessons 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


hand they set a world precedent for 
politicians and statesmen being held 
rigorously to their responsibilities, 
the good they will achieve will be 
tremendous. It would be nice to be 
able to feel optimism iin this respect. 
The main lesson to be learned from internal 
trials such as Laval’s, Quisling’s and Mussert’s 
is that in trying its wartime collaborators 


with the Germans a nation puts itself on trial 
in the eyes of the world. 


it is when we come to the eategory (c) 
trials that we stumble upon a world problem 
which can leave no single human being living 
in any organized state indifferent. Hitherto, 
whatever other things the state did, or did 
not, do for the individual, it afforded him 
security against being shot, hanged, sent to 
prison or concentration camp—uniess he was 
a Jew—or otherwise heing punished as long 
as he obeyed its laws and did not enquire tuo 
clamantly whether these laws were right. 
That is no longer to be so, at Jeast not in 
effect upon the individual. 

Without entering into the question whether 
it is a contribution to justice and to the 
world’s moral progress to punish anyone for 
acts carried out under the compulsion of the 
state, it is obvious that the duty to resist one 
kind of authority cannot be imposed without 
providing he protection of another, which 
must be higher and greater. 

The world cannot put doubt into people's 
minds regarding their nation's laws without 
having to suffer for that existence of doubt. 
It cannot put forward as a step towards ao 
better world a change which leaves the 
individual hanging between the devil of 
national government and the deep sea of 
punishment by an international court; or 
expect him to choose between being hanged 
(or having his head cut off) by his country's 
exceutioner and being shot or hangel by 
executioners of another nationality. The new 
responsibility that compliance with an order 
is lawful only when the order itself is lawful 
cannot be thrown on to the shoulders of the 
one party in the transaction too weak to see 
that justice is done—the individual. It belongs 
to the world. : 

The demand for contingent disobedience to 
local Jaw must be accompanied by beyond-the- 
local law guarantees. As nature tolerates no 
vacuum, so law cannot tolerate mere obstruc- 
tion of the law. If disobedience there is to be, 
it must be in obedience to definitely formed, 
enforceable, superior law. 

The point is fundamental. 
is not the mere fate of a number of indi- 
viduals now being, or to be, prosecuted but 
the whole question of the world population’s 
future attitude to law. The atomic bomb 
has become the most potent factor on the 
material plane, warning the world of its 
alternatives of unity or destruction. The new 
requirement that individual responsibility is 
to stand above “‘ An order is an order” pre- 
sents another alternative with a certain 
resemblance to the other. There must either 
be a world law or lawlessness will spread 
under the effects of what was intended to be 
a step in advance. 


What is at stake 


A CHRISTMAS GESTURE 


WISH all strength and cour- 
age to those who may meet 
together for encouragement and 
light upon the problem in Europe 
and the nearer problems in our 
midst which have such a close 
bearing on the other, and in the 
solution of which a real frustra- 
tion is being encountered. 

The Christian, the humani- 
tarian, the moralist—all have 
their part to play; and to feel 
the urgency of the moment and 
the fear that in meeting together 
for any other purpose, precious 
time may be lost (for after all 
“God is within us” and “ the 
Light that lighteth every man” 
to enlighten us) does not mean 
that we oppose each other and 
add to the sense of frustration. 

If I may add a personal note, 
I myself find in the common ser- 
vice of our English part of the 
traditional Church, the strength 
and encouragement that I need. 

ANNIE LANSBURY. 


41 Prioress House, 
Bow Bridge Estate, London, E.3. 


TIME-LAG MAY GO 


(THE Government agreed to several 

amendments to the National 
Service (Release of Conscientious 
Objectors) Bill when the Committee 
Stage was taken by a Standing Com- 
mittee on Dee. 18. 


The clause delaying release for 
an extra four to six weeks has been 
deleted and a new clause has been 
inserted to allow some conditionally 
registered COs to be released from 
their conditions on a basis similar 
to that of Class B for the Army. 
This will mainly benefit teachers, 

students and building workers. An 
amendment is also to be inserted to 
enable COs to include with the length 
of time they have been conditionally 
registered any period they had pre- 
viously served whole-time in the 
Armed Forces, the Merchant Navy, 
the Mercantile Marine or one of the 
Women’s Services. 

Another Amendment being considered 
suggests that time spent in prison should not 
be counted in the length of time a CO has 
been conditionally registered. 

An Amendment, moved by Walter Ayles 
({Lab., Southall), that COs should be released 
with ‘‘other ranks” rather than wait until 
officers in the same group are being relensed, 
fuiled. The Committee included about twenty 


Members on the Government side and ten 
from the Opposition. 


WAR __ RESISTERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL 


Thanks to translators 
More volunteers wanted ! 
Specially for Russian, Czech and 
Dutch 
There are now thirty-three mem- 
bers of the PPU giving the WRI 
tremendous service in translating 
We are overworking all of them. 
If you can help, please write to 
the 
War Resisters’ International 
11 Abbey Road, Enfie'd, Middx. 


Grand Variety Show 
by 


Barnet Concert Party 


at 


CHURCH HALL, COCKFOSTERS 
(opposite Tube station) 


on 


Sat., Jan. 5th at 6.30 p.m. 


PROCEEDS TO SAVE EUROPE NOW 
CAMPAIGN 


Tickets 1s. 6d., 2s. 6d., 3s. 6d. 
Phone: ENTERPRISE 4374 
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